2011 Amherst Farmers’ Market

P. O. Box 203 Amherst, MA 01002

John Spineti, President (413) 786-2335      Sarah Berquist, Manager (570) 401-9811

Once again it is time to welcome you to the Amherst Farmers’ Market.  Opening day for the 2011 season will be Saturday, April 23.  This year, the market will run for 31 weeks, coming to conclusion on Saturday, Nov. 19.  The Amherst Farmers’ Market will be providing full liability insurance as an umbrella of protection for the market, as required by the Town of Amherst, in case any mishap were to occur.  The insurance policy covers the market and market place only.  Vendors should consider purchasing a personal liability protection policy for themselves, their products and displays.  All vendors selling processed goods must purchase a product liability policy and provide a copy to the Market Manager at the beginning of the season.  Restrictions on space use may be necessitated, at the discretion of the Market Manager, on those few market days when certain activities are held on the Town Common.

Special note to all season pass holders:  due to increased demand for season passes at the Farmers’ Market, we need to know if those that held season passes last year still want their season passes.  If so, please send a check by April 17th, 2011 for  ____________(season pass plus registration fee) made out to Amherst Farmers’ Market , P. O. Box 203, Amherst, MA 01002 to secure your space.  

2011 Rules of the Amherst Farmers’ Market

The Amherst Farmers’ Market operates with the permission of the Select Board of the Town of Amherst, with whom these rules are on file.  The Market is supervised by the governing committee known as the Amherst Farmers’ Market Committee (AFMC), and it operates for the benefit of the consumers and the region’s small growers.  The market is open to sellers only by permit of the AFMC.  Located in the Spring St. parking lot of the Amherst Town Common, the market operates rain or shine, Saturdays from 7:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.

Market rates:  There is a seasonal registration fee of $50 that is collected from all vendors.  The season pass fee is $300 per space, $500 for one and a half spaces, and $600 for a double space.  If any season pass vendor drops out of the market, a new vendor may be selected from a waiting list by the AFMC.  The fee for this vendor is the registration fee of ______ plus a daily fee of ________.

I. Up to 27 reserved season passes are issued with priority of choice going to vendors   having had a season pass the previous year.  Due to reasons of limited space and in order to keep the center of the market open, no vendor will be allowed to set up down the center line of the market.  If you are not able to make it to a market day, a phone call informing the Market Manager is required.
II.  Vendors coming to the market must plan on arriving by 7:30 A.M. and staying until at least 1:30 P.M.  After 7:30 no vehicle may enter, leave, or move within the market area unless directed and accompanied by the Market Manager!  For the safety and continuity of the Amherst Farmers’ Market, no vehicle will be allowed to leave the market space until 1:30 P.M. except in the case of an emergency situation, or prior notification and agreement with the Market Manager.  Whatever the situation, vehicle movement MUST be accompanied and directed by the Market Manager, NOT a neighboring vendor or passing customer.
III. In order to use a space, vendors must be present with goods available for sale.  Vehicles must be parked in spaces as directed by the Market Manager.  Vehicles on the uphill (North) side of the parking lot MUST use a chock block behind at least one of their wheels as a safety precaution.

IV. Prices of goods will be determined by the vendor, or negotiated by the vendor and the customer.  Growers whose business is primarily wholesale are not permitted to participate in the market, it being the intention of the market to encourage retail farm operations and to promote Massachusetts agriculture.  Neither the Town of Amherst nor the AFMC is responsible for arrangements made between vendor and customer.  No warranty of any sort is made, expressed or implied, by the Town of Amherst or the AFMC.  Any warranty whatsoever is expressly denied.  Vendors selling items by weight must supply a scale, sealed with an official Weights and Measures Inspection sticker.

V. Products permitted within the market area shall be exclusively either:

A. Farm or home grown vegetables, fruits, eggs, plants, and fresh or dried flowers, grown in Massachusetts by the vendor with persons employed by the vendor.  This is a Class A Market and no goods may be purchased and offered for resale at the market.
B. Food products such as breads, jams, jellies, baked goods, fruit juices, syrups, herbal food products, made in Massachusetts by the vendor or any delegate thereof.  Vendors making application to sell these processed foods must offer at least fifty percent farm grown produce since preference is given to those vendors who are involved in farming.  Vendors selling processed foods or any herbal products which come into contact with the skin, such as soaps, must provide product labeling for these products.  In addition, product liability insurance is required.
C. Items such as posters, aprons, shirts, etc. advertising the market, agricultural or nutritional information etc., which are specifically approved in advance by the AFMC.  No crafts may be sold.  Persons wishing to sell processed foods must conform to the requirements of the Amherst Inspection Services and the AFM regulations and file appropriate documents with their application for participation in the market as outlined in rule VI below.

VI. Any vendor wishing to sell home processed foods, baked goods, perishable meat or fish, etc, must satisfy the following regulations:

A. The vendor must prepare their product in a kitchen that has been inspected by the Board of Health of the town where the product is prepared and have a     certificate from Amherst Inspection Services. The kitchen must be inspected annually. Please submit copies to the Market Manger.

B. All baked goods offered for sale must be displayed either in covered containers, (e.g., a glass display case) or covered with plastic food wrap for sanitary reasons.

C. All baked goods containing any kinds of perishable fillings must be kept under refrigeration at the market in a manner approved by the AFMC.

D. Perishable meat and/or fish must be kept under mechanized refrigeration.

VII. Each vendor is responsible for setting up, displaying, packaging, and protecting his/her products. Vendors may display their products up to, but no more than, eight feet of the double center line of the market space. This allows for an open pathway of at least sixteen feet in width down the middle of the market. Each vendor must leave his/her assigned space in broom clean condition.

VIII. If problems arise at the market, disputes must be taken to and settled by the Market Manager as the authorized representative of the AFMC. Disputes between vendors or harassments of individuals of any kind, is not permitted. If a complaint is not settled at the market, it must be submitted in writing to the AFMC. The AFMC’s decisions shall be final, and failure to comply shall subject the individual(s) involved to exclusion from future participation in the Amherst Farmers’ Market.  

The AFMC members are: 

· Al Carl (Round Hill Orchard)

· Jeanette Fellows (Chase Hill Farm)

· Marie Fowler (Little Pond Flower Farm)

· Connie Gillen (Sunset Farm)

· Mike Pawlishen (Hilltop Farm)

· Gideon Porth (Atlas Farm)

· Casey Steinberg (Old Friends Farm)

· John Spineti, President (Twin Oaks Farm)

The AFMC is a voluntary group of 8 vendors from the General Vendor Population. The AFMC self-selected annually at the General Vendor Market Meeting and will remain the AFMC until the next meeting the following year. If more than 8 vendors wish to be on the Committee, an “on deck” or wait list will be created.

IX. For questions or further information, contact the Market Manager, Sarah Berquist, or John Spineti at the phone numbers listed above.  
